
The Fashion Editor's Travel
Guide To Milan

Your itinerary to the best of this city.

APR 16, 2019 3:36AM

A trip to Milan during fashion week is like a fairy tale. Those in

the fashion industry flock to watch the parade of great designers

—a hectic schedule of Gucci, Prada, Miu Miu, Balenciaga—but

that doesn't mean there isn't time for a little exploring, too.

For ELLE's Fashion Director, Naomi Smith, a recent trip to

Milan was a mix of both work and play. In between attending
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shows, she still found time to dine at her favourite restaurants

and shop at her favourite boutiques.

Getting around the bustling city was no problem thanks to a

dedicated ultra-luxe, ultra-Italian Maserati.

Lead image: @marchesi1824

Below, Naomi rounds up her top five must-haves on any stylish

Milan itinerary.

10 CORSO COMO

"10 Corso Como is large a shopping complex where you can find

everything with quality. There's an art gallery, bookshop, café,

bar and restaurant alongside a boutique filled with the best edit

of the latest fashion collections from all the top designers."
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MARCHESI 1824

"Pasticceria Marchesi is a historic pastry shop that first opened

in 1824, and now owned by the PRADA Group. It has beautiful

interiors that look to be inspired by filmmaker Wes Anderson's

iconic work."

VIA DELLA SPIGA

"In the centre of Milan, this is where the best boutiques sit side

by side. Whenever I have an hour to spare between the fashion
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shows, I like to walk around here as you can find every boutique

from Gucci to Prada to Etro and Chloe and Balenciaga and Miu

Miu... everything is together."

RISTORANTE DA GIACOMO

"Da Giacomo is my favourite restaurant in Milan. I love the

interior design—green walls, hanging ferns and traditional

Italian settings. Plus the dessert trolley is just amazing."
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IL FOYER, THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

"The perfect place to have an aperitivo. The Il Foyer lounge and

bar is a fashion week hot spot and always busy in the evenings.

The fashion crowd often meet here before an evening show or

dinner."

Enjoying the stories on ELLE? Sign up here to receive our
newsletters and offers!
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Thomas’s 
Café by 
Burberry 
Named after 
Burberry’s 
founder, this 
in-store café 
serves a passion fruit 
and chocolate dessert topped with 
Riccardo Tisci’s new monogram. 
W1, burberry.com

Ralph’s Coffee 
& Bar by 
Ralph 
Lauren
A club-style 
nook inside the 
Regent Street 
store, Ralph Lauren’s 
wood-panelled bar houses coffee, 
cocktails and polo-themed art. Its 
Negroni is particularly good. 
W1, ralphlauren.co.uk

Rose Bakery by 
Commes Des 
Garçons
Inside Dover 
Street Market, 
this café is 
overseen by Rei 
Kawakubo’s 
Commes Des Garçons label. 
SW1, doverstreetmarket.com

THE LIST
FASHION CAFES

Fendi Caffe at 
Harrods 
Get your Fendi 
prints on — the 
fashion house’s 
monogram is 
wall-to-wall at this 
Harrods pop-up, 
even dusted onto the coffee.  
SW1, harrods.com

Marchesi 1824 by Prada 
The London 
outpost of 
Prada’s Milan 
patisserie 
serves 
picture-perfect 
cakes, plentiful 
panettone and 
pastel-coloured sweets. Expect 
queues. 
W1, pasticceriamarchesi.com
@AilisBrennan

Ailis Brennan
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